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Grapes Grown in a Designated Area of South~tem Ca1if9mia and ;Emported
Table Grapes; PropOB~ Change in RCgulRrory Pcriod i
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED C~GE

Dear Docket Clerk:

Wicsner S.A. OppO5~ th~ abovQ rcfe~CeQ change in thc dffective date of Table
Grape Marketing Order 925 and the companion Table Grape hnport Rcgula.uon 4 that
wIll further rcstrict table grapcs s\lppli«i from Cbil~. Wiesucr S.A! is in the business of
c:xponing Chilean agricultural commodities, and pl~g to ship fn thc futurc ftesh table

IgrllPeG to thd U.S.'-"

Wiesncr S.A. concurs with. and incorporates h~ein by refe!t~ce. the detailed
comments and BUppo'rting data submitted by ASOEX. the Chilean. Exporters Associatio%1.
Sp~fjcaIly, Wiesne:r S.A urges the agcncy to rcjcct the proposed ~g(: in the regulatory
penod because ,.

1.2.

3..

The Proposed Rule imposes marketing order standa:Tds on ChilCaI1
supplies when,no domestic vade1i~ ~ ava.ilabl~~ ~d thercforc
constitutes 8 notl-te.riffbarrier ~on~ to the termeiofWTO Agreements
and the U.S..~e Free Trade Agreement,
The Proposed Rule assesses insp~tion fees starting April 1 when no
domestic aupplies are beb1g 60 chargCJci, and therebt vio]ates ArticIc ill
and Artlcl~ VIII of GATT 1994. ,
The change in the bcgini1.ing ~ffcctiVQ date ofMark~ting Order 925 and
Table GraPe Import Regulation 4- from April 20 to April! Will have OJdirect nc;g~v~ itnpMt on our b':lsiuess. .
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4.

s.

6.7.8.

Rule C!('~ not couWn any evidmcc Qf ciroU-mventipn by Chilean tab]e
grapes sufficient to warrant t1,le propo~ chMge. ;
The Qbang~ jil onto from April 20 to Aprit 1 will ~tc an artificial
shortago oft.able grapes SjnC8 th~ is no oth=r oo~~iqlly 5ignificant
and reliable supply from any source other ~ Chile.
The Chilean grapes supplied fi'om April 1 to the earliest commercially
significant supplios of grapes &om Coachella Va1I~y in Califom1(1. mc~
marketing $p~cifications ~m rmil chains that a:tei'";1°t-e stringent in som~
respect8 than tho m~keting order requirCtt1~ts. ,
The ptOpo~ed change cannot be Validly baaed on a fO year-old survey of
co1d storage practioos. ,
The proposed change can not be justified under th9 critma establish~ by
the AMAA for a change in the beginniDg eff~tiv= Idatc of Marketing
Order 925 or the complmioJl Table Gmpe Import R;cgulation 4 in view of
the record pric~s received by Co~h~Ua V alloy gro~~ in the 1ast two
$easans. ;

v

R~~=~..
m,SNER S.A.

v

2

TOTAL P.02


